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CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
ACCTDENT INVESTICATION REPORT
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NEW TRIBES MISSION, FOISECA, COLOMBIA, SOUTH AMERICA, JUNE 9, 1950
The Accident |

At approxinately _190(-)E*,- June 9, 1950, a Douglas DC~3 aircraft,
N~16030, ovmed_by_. the I'-Téw Tribes ligsion, Chico, C_alrifro;‘pia, cre-r..shed.and; o
burned on the northeasterlyl end c’Jf the Serrania de Valledupar range
approximately 19 miles eaqt—northeast of Fonseca, Colomnz.a, Sout‘n Amerlca,
All 12 passengers and a crew of three were killed and the a:r.rrcrn_aft was
destroyed by J.mpacU and subsequent firé, Three of tue passengérs‘were
members of the ¥ew Tribes I-&:Lsslon's staff at:.Chico, The remaini:ng were
either _missionaries or 'mer’abéfs- of their families enroute to Veﬁ_ezuéla.

History of the Flight

The aircraft had doparted Fiani, Florida, at 1045 on June 9, 1950,
for Fingston, Jamaica, It arrived at Kingston at 1512 and doparted ab
1545 on an insﬁrurﬁ_ent flrhtplan of four -hours-to cmise at 9,56‘0 Teet .
direct to I‘aracaJ_bo s enczucla, vith Barranguilla, uoﬂ_onbla, as an
alternate, The *“llght plm was 1iled with ;{ingston ARTC wersonally by
the copilot, _Tnore was sufu_cmnu fucl on board at dona.l*ﬁlw;fé from fingston

-

for a flight of epproximately five hours and uq,rt“ minutes duratlon.
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Radio contacts were made with Kingston at 155€, 1558, enc 1?'~c. The -

b ]

1752 message indicated the flizht!s position at 1?}45 as 1L dezrces

* A1) timcs referred to herein are Eastern Standard and bascd on the
2L hour clock,
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north latitude, altitude 9,500 feet, and the ETA at Maracalbo at 1915.

No longitude was given, This position report to Kingston was intercepted
by Balboa, Canal Zone, and relayed to Maracaibo. At 1802 Balboa sent a
cessage to the flight adv:.sn.ng it that the Imra.ca:.bo radJ.o was already
closed.on.FA. (air to- grou.nd) and clos:.ng soon on Fx (point to point).

It was therefore suggested that Balboz be cont.acted to close the fl:Lght
plan when the aircraft landed at Maracaibo. At 1852 the flight ad_vn.sed_
Balboa that it was Yover the ccast line at 5_,000_f,eet arxi,.descendi-r'l'g‘VI‘*‘fl-.T-’
This was the last message received from the aireraft which_never arrived
at Maracalbo, - | a

Investigation

In accordance with prior arrangemgnts, after discherging its passengers
and cé,rgo at Maracaibo, the aircraft and the_thrée srtaff,memberg of the
Mission were to return to their headquarters at Chico, California. ‘;Ihenr
the plane had not returned to Chico, as expected, by June 12 or 13, the
owners became concerned. Telegrephic communications with Maracaibo
revéaled that the flight had never arrived at its destinéi;i;-ri..-é;ﬂ on
June 14 the Miami Alr Route Traffic Comtrol was requested to ‘initiate.

a communications search, TﬁiS' search revealed -that the flight plan f_i]_.ed
at Kingston had never been closed end the aircraft was unreported since
transmitting the last message "over the cecast _lJ;_ne at 5,000 feet a,pd
descending VFR," ‘

WHat, if any, weather information was securcd by the crew prior o
departing-}ﬁﬁgst.on is not known. The Meteorological Office there is

prepared to issue reports and roubte forecasts on request but in tids
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instance no weather information was recuested and conse uently none vas
rnishec. e gingstonxfea’sh-er at 1300 was overcast .7, cwrualus !, CO feet,

wind 17 = fron LAO Cecrecs ,"visi'.u:'-,l:;-_t;' 25~25,  Son .nerlcan sirves

weetaty infoication for ths course, ingston to iaracei’o, inc?i,catec‘z north

o northeasterly surface winds froa 15-20 mph could be exmaecied bebueen
the lours of‘ 1320 and 14630, The generzl weather conditions at ..aracaiso
Curing tils sose period were pertl;” cloud) rith scattered clows at

J; ,-0-L 520 feet,

ol June 10, since it was then a;iarent tie alrerafi vas idssing, the
United States Co_;ast Guard stetion ab Lde i alerisd &1 o oro “1"1 e sagrch
and rescue aciiviities. .. intensive sesrcl: fron thg sir vas made without
succe ss until about Jine 28, when it was discontinued, However, the New Tribes
'lij;ssu'.on continued the air search vsing a Stinson aireraft which they had hased
-)at roraceibo,  helr sesrenl froo this wnoint was unstceessful and on

=

Jul & their base of onerciions was noved fron Daraceilo to

Tonsaca,
volorisia, 't Zhis ~olni it wes learred from natives of an outliing
Incicn vilia e theot 2 ~lane had “een scen cn the evenins of June 5 heacded

in a soutlierl; cirsction and disnla-ine rec, vhite eud ~reen 1i-hts, Cn

G

Jul & tie [Hssion sserch mlans si{,htocl wreelag? necr e hor of a2
nountain at an elovation of 4,100 fect z-mrorimatel 42 iiles wost of the
cirect llingston-.aracsibo course,

Ceviar been informed on July 19 that thc missinge aireraft Led been
V"loc,ated s & Zoarc investigator YRS i_i.':;:etiie;tel;f dispatehed bo sarrpncuilla,
" Séloz,;?zia, wrers he arrived on the mberﬁooa oi‘ Jul~ 20, . fter conferiing

. Wleh The .ericon Ueusul and the Uelortdien Civil | cronemiics renrescnietive,



S .
he procceded to Buena Vista, Colombiz, accompnied by Senor Jose B, Delgado
Ijndaft of Acronautiea Civil of Colombic, ar;-iving on the morning of |
July éB , in an aircraft supplied by the Colc::bian Govornmont,

The following excerpts ar: taken from a written :r'eport submitted by
the Mew Tribes IMission ficld reprosentative who accompenicd the Colombinn
Army det~il to tho scene of the .cceident:

ULeoving Fonscca with an army detail on July 7th, we traveled ‘oyi
Jeep and burro for one doy, making comp about five olclock that da:,r.

Unable to proceed with burros, we packed our supplius on our backs and
made our woy over rugged mountains, very stesp ond o ongerous, using ropes
at, pia;ées, ond passing pocks from hand to hand . . .lsce,ling rocks,
crdwling under and butween rocks, and jumving from rock point to rock
po:l.nt. "Host of the way it wos cubting our troil as we went, os.no one

: 7 had baeen thcrer before, Aftcr cutting ouvr troil, climbing and crawling;

with fect, legs and hands bruiscd ond bleeding, we reocched the plrne on

-’
e
e

July 11 at 3:00 pem, * *
"The plane hit a tree cbout 15 feet above the ground on the véry
top of the mountoin, shenring o2f the loft wing ob the joint next to the
agine, Ton fect furthor the right wing vas shoored off ab the joint
next to the engine, Hoxt I found the right horizontal stabilizer ond
elevator, =nd other picces of metal, alsc the jug from onc aisine; the
fin and rudler werc next. Then I found thé plane, erashed upside down
and just & pile of 2shes, with a fow parts hansing outside the main fire.
_Thd mein fuselage wes completely burned except for & feot of the tnil, |
ﬁhi'ch hod been burned inside but not consumed by the firs
”T'l"u’._= motors were badly smashed besides being burned. It is ev-ident:
ﬁhat much gosoline sprexd over the plane "nd made o torrible Fire, # #

Both cngines at the final crash smoshed trees ond were terrioly broken, :



besides being burncd,!

A conferance was hold with the of"lc or comnd:. g thL, Colomtian
Army detcil thet had suc‘cec;ied in :rsachiﬁ‘-g'{:'hé' scena, After giving cé;-eful
ccms_cbr-atlon to the conditions CuCOlll’lt\”.,C by the dotail 2nd to the
information concerning me exa.mi'naﬁioz‘l of thc ﬁeckage furnishzd by the
¥ission personncl who acé'dmpanied them, i.t became evident ’ﬁﬁat any possible
additional information to be secursd by again examining the wreckage would
not justify the heax.ry EXpense involved or ths Fsk of again undertaking
the dangerous climb, | - |
Analysis

Inasmuch as the Boardls investigators 4id not’ pjersonally iﬁspect the
accident scene, the andlysis must be confined Jto aln attempt lﬁo reconstruct
the flight course on the basis of such faets as wers aveilable from oihér

- sources,

Had the al*craft i‘ollowed a dlrect courbe from Kir &gston to Maracezibo,
it would hinve int ersected thu Colombian cosst line near "bhé”vill&ge of
Tucuracas, anuroximately 95 miles northwest of Marccaibo » .i"rom which
position on to its dustination no nomt of the terrain excoeds 1,000 fect
elevation.* However, it now appears 1ikelj that the flight intorsceted

the coast line neor the villuge of Rio Hacha Instead, vhich i; ;:tppr‘o';-‘r,
Elateljr 30 milcs west of 'T‘Uﬂuraca;é. To have followed a éoﬁ{.hefl*r heading
from this position twuld have brought the f13 ~it to the easterly end
of thb Valledupar mountu. in range where the wrmck pircraft was found,
The last message from the ﬂlght “ovcr the coaSt line at 5,000 2nd
: descmdlng VFR" at 1852 would indicate that th., crew did not realige thot

thEy were not on course and a descent w&S therefore begun with full

% .See attached sketch.
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u,:mectut.lon that the flight wovld terminnte successfully at Horacaibo,
Instead the aireraft crashed on the casterly ond of the mountnj
ra..ngo 42 miles west of the Kingston-}oracaibo course, *

At 1853 the wracaibo radio and all radio focilitics at the airgort .
wore closud, That the facilitdes would not be available at the hour of
his cxpected arrival was known to Pilot Wetherald since he had made
soveral flights proviously into this airports Furthormors, he had boen
edviscd by Balboa rodio at 1802, approximately onc nour baefore the flight
arrived at the cosst line, of the rodio situition at I\'Iz;.re.caibo. while it
is cbvious that a convenicnt meons of dotermining the flisht!s position
was not available throughout the lost hour of the flight, -it scems vroboble
th ‘b poor or feulty navigetionnl procudurc plhyed an importont part in

this accident,
, ‘Fi.'nd.:_'ljngs
| On the basis of all available cvidence, the Board finds that

1. The aireraft 2nd crew were properly cortificaoted for the type
of operction in which thcy were engaged.

2, Thure is no evidence thot the aireraft wes in other than an aire
worthy condltlon or t1 at the aircraft expcr'ienced any nechaniexl trouble
prior to tne crash._

3. Wu.tncr coniitions over the routc flown were satisfoctory for VPR
operation,

ke The fnght wes advised ab 1802 that Maraczibols radio freilities

would be closed down before its crrivel cad were closed ot 1853.

% Official sunset occurred at 1832 on June 9 in this latitude, or anpmm- -
metely 30 minutes bofore the crash, The period of twilight in “he area of the
aceident on June 9 is cstimoted to have been no loager thoin 25 minutes, It 1s_
. probible, therefore, that dorlmess had deseanded by the time of the cra sh.



Probeble GCousc

The Board finds thot thoere is not sufficicnt evidence upon which to
meke o determination of probnble enusz,

BY THi CIVIL ATRONAUTICS BOARD:

/s/ D. ¥, RINTZEL

/s/ OSWALD RYAN

/s/ JOSH ILR

/s/ JOSEPH P, ADA'S

/s/ CHAN GURNEY
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Tnvestigation

The Civil feronautics Board was notified July 19, 1950, thot the
wraekage of the missing circraft hoad been locmted.j In nccord-nee with
the provisions of Scetion 702(a)(2) of tike Civil Aeroncutics et of 1938,
as amended, ~n invx;stigation vns initicted, An 2ir safoty investigator
wus‘dispatched to Borrongquilla, Colombia, where he arrived in the morning,
July 20, 1950, A vublic hearing was not held in comcection with this
accident.
Operator

-Thq New Tribes Missicn is = non-profit, non—scctorian orgonization
incorporated under the laws of I1linois, Its main theatre of coperation
is in South imerica where séveral.missions are maintained-in the remote
arcas of various countries, The mission operaies several aircraft which
afe used cxclusively-forlthe tronsportetion of mission personnel, in-
cluding mqnbcrsrof their families, and for the movoment of sunplies ond
eqpipmépt to their cutlying bascs,

Flight Perscnnsl

The crew consisted of pilots Willianm P, Wetherald, Dovid P, Kimboll
and Stewordess Hozel Kimbell, Pilot iletherald, reported as in chorge of
the flight, held pilot certificnte #1148566 with privote, single ond

Lultiengine land ratings issved oy 31, 1941, The recerds of the Givil
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Loroneutics (cuinistretion indicatu a totezl of_approx¢4atulj 205 ours

ot ene vime his orivete certificate was issued, lloirever, thc owmoys

ol whi¢ alrerart ostimaboed hig tetal flisht tine as arsromimet.l; 2,500
rours, of v ich rougnly LCO was night £1yinz time, They further indicate
thet the flight undoer clsoussion vics ong ofﬂscygn ne hed aede for o

v Uribos | issiocn dnto 3outh sserice,

The co ilot, devid i, Dinbedl, held »ilot coertifieccte 76079 with
commnereiel, sinsle ond mmlii-ensine land rotdngs issucc Scptemﬁér 25, 19&7;
end instruncnt roting dssucc ceanocr 19; 1849, Yhe ~1lobls certificecte
and retings woere issusd on the basis of his tiilitary cornetonc:t,  als
aowlication for instrunont rrting dated swestoor 19, 1949, siowad a_total
of 3,575.% rours os ~ilot, 550 of wulich wers renorted as instruwent,
Adrerofy

The 10ﬂ sooks of th. aircraft involved wore not ovelilsile for -
netion, w;vur; informntion furnishud b7 the ovmors intlicotss the aircraft
to have been momufoctured-on ‘mrust 26, 1935, and rurenasced fron Aﬁcricéﬂ
~Zrlines, Tulsa, Cklapowo, with o bobel timc of 35,534 hours, . 100-hqur
ingreetion wos cccoirlighod o Tuw dafS‘prior to too cecident at wh;ch pim
all Alrwertidiness .dir.elives as of 1oy 2, 1948, had boen corvlied witli,

The cirercft wes cquisned with izt lodel 202.0Un incs ond Laanilton

iore mronellors,
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